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EXPERTS 
Areas of Expertise Expert Email/phone 

HEALTH CARE Jen Flory jfLory@wcLp.org 
• Medi-Cal (eligibility and enrollment) (916) 282-5141 
• Covered CA 

• Health Reform 

• Medical Debt 

HEALTH CARE Elizabeth Landsberg eLandsberg@wcLp.org 
• Medi-Cal Eligibility and Enrollment (916) 282-5118 
• Health Care Reform 

• Covered CA 

• Health Legislation and Budget 

HEALTH CARE Robert Newman rnewman@wcLp.org 
• Medi-Cal (Early and Periodic Screening, 

Diagnostic and Treatment services) 
(213) 235-2619 

• County Indigent Health 

• Mental Health 

HEALTH CARE Linda Nguy Lnguy@wcLp.org 
• Health Legislation and Budget (916) 282-5117 
• Coverage for the Uninsured 

• Mental Health 

• Rural Issues 

HEALTH CARE ShirLey Sanematsu ssanematsu@wcLp.org 
• Medi-Cal (benefits) (213) 235-2638 
• Mental Health 

• Coverage for the Uninsured 

• County Indigent Health Care 

HEALTH CARE Mona Tawatao mtawatao@wcLp.org 
• County Indigent Health Care (916) 282-5104 
• Racial Justice 

• Rural Issues 

HOUSING Navneet GrewaL ngrewaL@wcLp.org 
• Fair and Subsidized Housing (213) 235-2625 
• Mobilehome Parks 

• Affordable Housing Production and Preservation 

HOUSING & PUBLIC BENEFITS Stephanie Haffner shaffner@wcLp.org 
• Administrative Law, Due Process & Fair Hearings (213) 235-2617 
• CalFresh/Food Security Benefits 

• General Assistance/General Relief 

• Homelessness Issues 

• Housing and Land Use Planning 

• Relocation Assistance laws 

• Rural Housing & Benefits issues 

• Tenants' Rights 
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HOUSING Madeline Howard mhoward@wcLp.org 
• Foreclosures (213) 235-2628 
• Tenants' Rights 

• Fair Housing 

HOUSING Lynn Martinez sLmartinez@wcLp.org 
• Affordable Housing Production (213) 235-2630 
• Redevelopment 

• Anti-displacement 

LITIGATION & ACCESS TO JUSTICE Dick Rothschild rrothschiLd@wcLp.org 
• Access to Courts (213) 235-2624 

PUBLIC BENEFITS Jessica BarthoLow j ba rthoLow@wcLp.org 
• CalFresh (916) 400-1948 
• Disaster Assistance 

• Electronic Benefits Antionette Dozier adozier@wcLp.org 
• Food Security/Supplemental Nutrition (213) 235-2629 

Assistance 

• Homeless Veterans 

• Poverty, Inequality and Human Rights 

• Racial Justice 

• Women and Poverty 

PUBLIC BENEFITS Antionette Dozier adozier@wcLp.org 
• CalWORKs Education and Workforce (213) 235-2629 

Opportunities 

• General Assistance/General Relief 

• Access to Justice/Re-Entry 

• Mental Health and Foster Youth 

• Women and Poverty 

PUBLIC BENEFITS Mike HeraLd mheraLd@wcLp.org 
• CalWORKs (916) 282-5112 
• Supplemental Security Income/ 

State Supplementary Payment 

• Access to Justice/Re-Entry 

• Fair Housing 

• Legislation, State Budget and Minimum Wage 

• Poverty and Homelessness 
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ADVOCATE BIOS 
Jessica Bartholow Public Benefits jbarthoLow@wclp.org 

Gary Blasi 

Jessica Bartholow is a legislative advocate with nearly two decades of experience in 
anti-poverty organizing, advocacy and program development at the local, state and national 
level. Jessica has co-authored several advocate and program guides and led a coalition to 
support the passage of several pieces of signed legislation that improve public benefits delivery, 
consumer protections and financial empowerment for low-income Americans. Jessica holds a 
Master's Degree in Political Science and is the 2012 recipient of the Wellstone - Wheeler National 
Anti-Hunger Advocate of the Year Award. 

Access to Justice & Public Benefits bLasi@Law.ucla.edu.org 
Gary Blasi is a Professor of Law Emeritus at UCLA and Of Counsel to Western Center and has a 
distinguished history working on behalf of low-income clients. After graduate study at Harvard, 
Professor Blasi served as a legal apprentice in Los Angeles, where he also began his practice. In 
1978, he joined the Legal Aid Foundation of LA, where he coordinated complex litigation in the 
areas of housing, welfare, and homelessness. He subsequently joined the UCLA faculty where he 
has served as Director of the UCLA Institute for Research on Labor and Employment. He has also 
taught at Stanford and lectured at universities around the world. 

Antionette Dozier Public Benefits adozier@wclp.org 
Antionette Dozier is a Senior Attorney, focusing on public benefits and other economic disparity 
issues. She litigates, provides technical support to legal services attorneys, and works on policy 
and legislation. She also facilitates state-wide discussions to ensure clients receive a fair opportu
nity to self-sufficiency. She has been co-counsel in class actions involving the right to mental 
health services and impact cases regarding General Assistance programs. Previously, she was a 
clerk for the United States Court of Appeals and an Associate at Jones Day after graduating from 
UCLA School of Law. 

Health jfLory@wclp.org 
Jen Flory is a Senior Attorney specializing in health law and policy. She started her legal career at 
Western Center first as a law student, then as a Skadden Fellow. After a short time working in 
London as an immigration attorney, Jen returned to California and served as the Supervising 
Attorney for Neighborhood Legal Services of LA County's Health Consumer Center. Jen then 
served as the Director of the Cancer Legal Resource Center and taught a Cancer Rights Legal 
Seminar at Loyola Law School. Jen has experience litigating cases, drafting legislation and 
regulatory comments, and training advocates. 

Navneet Grewal Housing ngrewaL@wclp.org 
Navneet Grewal works to ensure that Californians with the lowest incomes have access to safe, 
affordable homes. She litigates cases with statewide impact and advocates for better housing 
policies. She has trained numerous housing attorneys and has contributed to many publications. 
Prior to joining Western Center, Navneet worked at the National Housing Law Project, advocating 
for the rights of tenants in federal housing programs. Ms. Grewal serves on the Board of Direc
tors for Housing California and the Steering Committee of the State Bar's Fair Housing and Public 
Accommodations Section. 
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Stephanie Haffner Housing & Public Benefits shaffner@wcLp.org 
Stephanie Haffner serves as Senior Litigator handling welfare and housing issues, including 
CalFresh, General Relief, homelessness, housing element, and tenant matters. Her cases include 
Price v. City of Stockton, obtaining relocation assistance for hundreds of former residential hotel 
tenants, and Mankinen v. County of Orange, a class action securing General Relief benefits for 
thousands. She was Supervising Attorney at NLSLA, staff attorney at California Rural Legal 
Assistance, and taught Administrative Law at Whittier Law School. Stephanie studied African
American Studies at Wesleyan University, and graduated from UC Berkeley School of Law. 

Mike Herald Public Benefits mherald@wcLp.org 
Mike Herald has worked as a legislative and administrative advocate for 20 years in Sacramento. 
Mike received a JD and spent 11 years as a community organizer and political consultant in 
various states. He later became Executive Director for Housing California helping expand 
affordable housing funding. Later, Governor Davis appointed him Deputy Director for External 
Affairs at the Department of Housing. Currently, Mike is an advocate working on issues including 
CalWORKs, CalFresh, and the state budget. Mike is a mentor for the Women's Policy Institute and 
on the board for Friends Outside. 

Sue Himmelrich Health, Housing & Public Benefits shimmelrich@wcLp.org 
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Sue Himmelrich began her career in the private sector, rising to partnership at Brobeck, Phleger & 
Harrison and Sonnenschein Nath & Rosenthal. She joined Western Center in 2012 as Special 
Counsel, with an emphasis in litigation for housing, health and access to justice issues. Prior, Sue 
was appointed to the pro bono panels in the U.S. District Court, the Court of Appeal, and the 
Superior Court, and served in the temporary judge program in Superior Court. She volunteered 
in LAFLA's Domestic Violence Clinic for several years. Sue graduated from Harvard College and 
Columbia University School of Law. 

Madeline Howard Housing mhoward@wcLp.org 
Madeline Howard is a staff attorney at Western Center focusing on issues impacting tenants in 
foreclosed homes. Before joining Western Center, Madeline was a senior staff attorney with Bay 
Area Legal Aid where she represented the interests of low-income tenants against landlords and 
major lending institutions. Madeline received her law degree from Berkeley after working as an 
advocate at Medical-Legal Partnership Boston, the nation's first medical-legal collaborative. She 
went on to become a research attorney at San Francisco Superior Court before returning to 
direct services work. 

Elizabeth Landsberg Health elandsberg@wcLp.org 
Elizabeth Landsberg is Director of Legislative Advocacy for the Western Center specializing in 
health care issues including legislative and budget advocacy, Medi-Cal, health reform implemen
tation and medical debt. Prior to joining Western Center, Elizabeth was the Supervising Attorney 
for the Health Rights Hotline at Legal Services of Northern California; was the Ruth Chance Law 
Fellow at Equal Rights Advocates; and served as a law clerk to Federal District Court Judge 
Martha Vazquez. Before graduating from Boalt Hall School of Law, Elizabeth worked at shelters 
for battered women and their children. 
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Anya Lawler Housing alawler@wclp.org 
Anya Lawler has over 15 years of experience working in policy at the state level, including a 
decade as a committee consultant in the Legislature. Her primary expertise is in housing and 
land use issues, including housing element law, housing finance, homelessness, and mobile
homes. She played a key role in shaping programs funded through Proposition 1C and helped 
ensure ongoing funding for affordable housing from cap and trade funds. She is particularly 
interested in sustainable development issues and ensuring that low-income communities benefit 
from state policies aimed at reducing greenhouse gas emissions through development patterns. 

s. Lynn Martinez Housing slmartinez@wclp.org 
Lynn Martinez is Managing Attorney and Senior Litigator at Western Center specializing in 
multi-client, impact ligation involving land use, landlord/tenant and affordable housing issues. In 
addition, Lynn manages litigation staff in the Los Angeles, Sacramento and Bay Area offices. Prior 
to joining Western Center, Lynn was an attorney at the National Housing Law Project and Legal 
Services of Northern California and a HUD Community Builder in San Francisco. Lynn served as a 
visiting professor at UC Davis School of Law and core faculty for Benchmark Institute. She also 
served as a judge pro tem in Solano County. 

Mike Moynagh Housing mmoynagh@wclp.org 
Michael Moynagh is a Policy Analyst with the Western Center Sacramento team, working on 
housing legislation. He first worked in the state Capitol in 1981 after graduating from Boalt Hall 
School of Law. He has worked on many bills sponsored by Western Center over the years, most 
notably the multi-year effort to extend no-fault tenancy termination notices to 60 days. Prior to 
joining Western Center, Mike worked for the state Department of Housing and Community 
Development and also taught continuation high school. 

Robert Newman Health, Housing & Public Benefits rnewman@wclp.org 
Robert Newman specializes in class actions and other impact cases involving health, public assis-
tance and housing. His cases include Hansen v. McMahon securing emergency shelter for 
homeless children and negotiated a new housing program for homeless families. In Clark v. 
Belshe, Bob ensured that prenatal and dental care remains accessible to Medi-Cal recipients. 
Bob also counseled in lawsuits requiring intensive mental health services to children in or at risk 
of foster care placement. Bob received the California Lawyer of the Year award in public policy 
in 2007. He is a 1977 graduate from Yale Law School. 

Linda Nguy Health lnguy@wclp.org 
Linda Nguy is a Legislative Advocate for Western Center, specializing in health care issues that 
affect poor Californians. Prior to joining Western Center, Linda worked with the State of 
Washington and Mississippi to help establish their state-based health exchange. Specifically, she 
drafted the online application for subsidized and unsubsidized qualified health plans. She also 
worked on California's behavioral health adjudication system and as Policy Associate for the 
Latino Coalition for a Healthy California. Linda received her MPP/MBA from the University of 
Minnesota, Twin Cities and undergraduate degree from Brown University. 
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Richard Rothschild Health, Housing, Public Benefits & Access to Justice rrothschild@wclp.org 
Dick Rothschild supervises all Western Center litigation and claims for attorneys' fees. Dick served 
as principal counsel in Serrano v. Priest, the landmark school financing case; Hunt v. Superior 
Court, holding that counties must provide health care to all indigent residents; and Nelson v. 
Board of Supervisors, which prevents counties from withholding General Assistance from home
less applicants. He graduated from USC Law School and was a law clerk for California Supreme 
Court Justice Stanley Mosk. He was the 2008 recipient of the State Bar's Loren Miller Award and 
received the 2015 Kutak-Dodds prize. 

Shirley Sanematsu Health ssanematsu@wclp.org 
Shirley Sanematsu is a Senior Attorney at Western Center focusing on access to health care 
services. Before joining Western Center, Shirley was a staff attorney at Neighborhood Legal 
Services of Los Angeles County. She has private practice experience in complex civil 
litigation and has represented and counseled health care providers on Medicaid and Medicare 
billing and corporate compliance issues. Shirley received her A.B. from Occidental College and 
her J.D. from UCLA's School of Law, where she was a member of the Public Interest Law and 
Policy Program, and the Law Review. 

Mona Tawatao Health mtawatao@wclp.org 
Mona Tawatao is a Senior Litigator with 23 years of legal services experience pursuing health, 
housing, land use and civil rights litigation and advocacy throughout California. She was a 
regional counsel for housing and land use for 12 years with LSNC where she also co-founded its 
Race Equity Project. She has also taught housing law as a visiting professor at UC Davis School of 
Law. Mona received her J.D. from UCLA School of Law after which she clerked for the Honorable 
Consuelo B. Marshall in U.S. District Court in Los Angeles. She serves on the boards of the Equal 
Justice Society and the Advisory Editorial Board of the Clearinghouse Review, among others. 

Paul Tepper Executive Director ptepper@wclp.org 
Paul Tepper has worked in the Southern California nonprofit community for the majority of his 
career, focusing on the political, social and economic justice issues that impact low-income 
people. He was formerly the Executive Director of the WCA Development Corporation, a subsid
iary of the Weingart Center Association. Paul also served on the Board of Directors of the Califor
nia Bar Foundation, is former Chair of the State Bar of California's Legal Services Trust Fund Com
mission and was an adjunct faculty member at USC's Graduate School of Social Work. Paul is an 
active member of the California bar with a J.D. from Washington University School of Law. 
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