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May 31, 2016 

 

The Honorable Phil Y. Ting 

Chair, Budget Conference Committee 

California State Capitol 

Sacramento, California 95814 

 

Honorable Members, Budget Conference Committee 

California State Capitol 

Sacramento, California 95814 
  

 

Re: WCLP Positions on Human Services Issues in the Conference Committee 

 

Dear Chairperson Ting and Conference Committee Members, 

 

The Western Center on Law and Poverty (WCLP) represents California’s poorest 

residents on issues of public benefits, affordable housing and health care. We are active 

participants in the state budget process and in advocating with state and federal agencies. 

We are writing to you today regarding Conference Committee issues in the 2016-17 

budget. 

 

Before discussing our positions on conference items we wish to reiterate our support for 

the following non-Conference budget actions.  

 

 Repealing the CalWORKs Maximum Family Grant  

 

 Increasing CalWORKs Grants by 1.4 Percent. 

 

 Increasing funding for the CalWORKs Housing Support Program by $15 

Million. 

 

Conference Issues 

 

Adopt Senate Positions on the No Place Like Home Initiative 

 

WCLP supports the following actions taken by the Senate Budget Committee related to 

the No Place Like Home Initiative. 

 



 

 

 WCLP supports a $2 billion bond funded by proceeds from the Mental Health 

Services Fund to build 10,000 units of supportive housing for persons living with 

mental illness. 

 

 WCLP supports a $50 million two year investment in the Housing and Disability 

Income Program to be matched dollar for dollar by counties to provide robust SSI 

benefit advocacy and housing while the SSI application is pending. 

 

 WCLP supports the Senate action to provide $50 million over four years for 

housing assistance for homeless persons.  

 

 WCLP supports the Senate action to provide $10 million for the Bringing 

Families Home program to help homeless families in the child welfare system 

reunite. 

 

Adopt Senate Version on SSI/SSP Grant Increase of $10 a month 

 

WCLP supports the Senate version of increasing SSI/SSP grants by $10 a month. This 

action will go further to restore some of the $77 per month that was cut from grants for 

SSI recipients during the recession. To date, no restorations have been provided and 1 

million Californians have dropped below the poverty level due to the cuts. 

 

Adopt Assembly Version on the CalWORKs Homeless Assistance Program  
 

WCLP supports the Assembly action to lift the once in a lifetime restriction on the  

CalWORKs Homeless Assistance Program, making the assistance available once every 

twelve months. 

 

Adopt Assembly Version to Provide Vouchers for Diapers for CalWORKs Families 

 

WCLP supports the Assembly proposal to provide $16 million to provide vouchers for 

CalWORKs families to purchase diapers for young children.  

 

Adopt Assembly Version on CalFRESH Certification 

 

WCLP supports the Assembly action to allow counties only to shorten the CalFRESH re-

certification on a case-by-case basis, which we believe to be the intent of Federal law, 

rather than setting a shorter certification for categories of people. Doing so will protect 

federally funded anti-hunger assistance for some of the most vulnerable Californians.  

 

Adopt Senate Version on Statewide Emergency Food Assistance  
 

WCLP supports a $2 million General Fund augmentation to purchase additional meals for 

distribution at food banks throughout the state. 

 

 Adopt Assembly Version on Child and Early Care 

 

 WCLP supports the Assembly package of Early Care 

 

 



 

 

Thank you for your leadership and consideration of our requests. We look forward to 

working with you in the coming weeks.  

 

Sincerely, 

   
 
Michael Herald, Policy Advocate  Jessica Bartholow, Policy Advocate 
 

 
 


