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Human Services Legislative Update – March 20, 2012 
 

Friday was the last day to introduce legislation for the 2012 session.  Below is a list of the bills 

Human Services Legislation Western Center will be tracking. Jessica Bartholow and Mike Herald 

are Western Center’s legislative advocates working on human services policy.  If Western Center 

has already taken a formal position on a bill, it is noted.  

 

CalFresh and Anti-Hunger Legislation 
 

SB 320 (Wright) would make changes to the hearings and appeals process for public benefits.  

Location: Assembly Human Services Committee 
 

SB 970 (de León) establishes allow people applying for health coverage online to use their 

information to start an application for public programs such as CalFresh and CalWORKs and, 

with their consent, would enroll uninsured CalFresh recipients into health coverage prior to the 

January 1, 2014 implementation of the mandatory health coverage requirement required by the 

federal Affordable Care Act (ACA).  

Location: Senate Health Committee – Hearing Set for March 27 

Position: Sponsor & Support 
 

SB 1074 (Dutton) would require a fingerprint image to be taken for all CalFresh applicants.  This 

policy was eliminated this year following the passage of AB 6 (Fuentes).    

Location: Senate Human Services 

Position: Oppose 

 

SB 1190 (Hancock) would authorize the Department of Public Health to implement Electronic 

Benefit Transfer (EBT) for the delivery of benefits through the Women, Infant & Children (WIC) 

program by January 1, 2014.  

Location: Senate Health Committee – Hearing Set for April 11, 2012 

Position: Support 
 

SB 1391 (Liu) would set a standard, statewide threshold and policy for establishing and 

collecting CalFresh overissuances when the overissuance is due to administrative error. 

Location: Senate Human Services – Hearing set for April 10 

Position: Sponsor & Support 
 

AB 828 (Swanson) would end the lifetime ban on benefits and services provided through the 

CalFresh program for people who have a prior drug-related felony conviction.  AB 828 is a two-

year bill.  

Location: Senate Appropriations Suspense  

Position: Sponsor & Support 
 

AB 1560 (Fuentes) would make would make Medi-Cal recipients with gross income below 200% 

FPL income-eligible for CalFresh.   

Location: Assembly Human Services Committee – Hearing set for April 10, 2012  

Position: Support 
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AB 1594 (Eng) would require charter schools to offer free and reduced priced meals to eligible 

children.   

Location: Assembly Education Committee – Hearing set for March 28, 2012 

Position: Support 
 

AB 1781 (Brownley) would prevent stigma in school lunch rooms by requiring schools to serve 

free and reduced priced meals to eligible children in all lines where meals or snacks are served. 

Location:  Assembly Education Committee – Hearing set for April 11, 2012 

Position: Support 

 

Access to Jobs and Justice 
 

AB 1673 (Mitchell) would streamline childcare eligibility and reporting for low-income working 

parents and their children.    

Location: Assembly Education Committee – Hearing set for March 21, 2012 

Position: Support 
 

AB 1740 (V. Manuel Pérez) would protect the employment rights of Californians who are victims 

of domestic violence, sexual violence or stalking.  

Location: Assembly Labor and Employment Committee – Hearing set for March 28, 2012 

Position: Support 
 

AB 1775 (Wieckowski) would protect low-income workers against excessive wage garnishment.  

Location: Assembly Judiciary Committee 

Position: Sponsor & Support 

 

AB 1831 (Dickinson) would expand California’s “ban the box” policy for state public employees 

to city and county workers across the state, removing the criminal background check 

requirement from the initial application process and unnecessary barriers to employment for 

the one in four adult Californians who have an arrest or conviction record.  

Location: Assembly Local Government Committee  

Position: Support 
 

AB 2508 (Bonilla) would preclude state agencies or departments from authorizing contracts for 

the delivery of services for public assistance or health benefit programs if they it will include the 

hiring of employees outside of the United States to meet the requirements of the contract.   

Location: Pending Referral  

Position: Sponsor & Support 

 

California Work Opportunity and Responsibility to Kids (CalWORKs) & Income Legislation 
 

SB 1060 (Hancock) would end the lifetime ban on benefits and services provided through the 

California Work Opportunity and Responsibility to Kids (CalWORKs) program for people who 

have a prior drug-related felony conviction as long as they are participating in or have 

successfully completed a government recognized treatment program.   

Location: Senate Human Services – Hearing set for March 27
th

  

Position: Sponsor & Support 
 

AB 1640 (Mitchell) would change the state’s CalWORKs statute to allow for pregnant women 

(with no other children in the household) to become eligible for CalWORKs basic needs grants 

and full-scope 1931(b) Medi-Cal Managed Care benefits upon verification of the pregnancy.  

Location: Assembly Human Services Committee – Hearing set for March 20
th

  

Position: Sponsor / Support 
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AB 1691 (Lowenthal) would allow a CalWORKs recipient to count English as a Second Language 

(ESL) or Work-related ESL (WESL) classes as a core activity for up to 8 months. 

Location: Assembly Human Services Committee – Hearing set for March 20
th

  

Position: Support 
 

AB 1970 (Skinner) would make several changes necessary for the modernization of benefit 

application and delivery in the health and human services programs which will lead to increased 

efficiency while protecting.  

Location: Assembly Human Services 

Position: Sponsor & Support 
 

AB 2035 (Bradford) would protect recipients of cash assistance from electronic theft of their 

benefits. This bill has been introduced as a result of Carpio v. Lightbourne, a case brought by 

Western Center on Law and Poverty and Neighborhood Legal Services.  

Location: Assembly Human Services 

Position: Sponsor & Support 
 

AB 2352 (Hernández) would exclude the value of one vehicle in the determination of eligibility 

for the California Work Opportunity and Responsibility to Kids (CalWORKs) program.  

Location: Assembly Human Services 

Position: Support 
 

AB 2469 (Grove) would require a drug test of applicants and recipients in the California Work 

Opportunity and Responsibility to Kids (CalWORKs) program.  

Location: Assembly Human Services 

Position: Oppose 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About Western Center on Law and Poverty 

Western Center on Law and Poverty (WCLP) serves as a support center for California’s legal aid 

community and leads the way in large-scale impact litigation, administrative advocacy, budget 

advocacy and legislative advocacy in an effort to ensure that low-income Californians can easily 

access safe and affordable housing, adequate health care, and a broad spectrum of safety net 

services. For more information about our Human Services Priorities, go to www.wclp.org or 

contact:   

 

Mike Herald, Legislative Advocate   Jessica Bartholow, Legislative Advocate  

Email: mherald@wclp.org     Email: jbartholow@wclp.org  

Phone: (916) 442-0753 x6    Phone: (916) 400-1948 


