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CURRENT SITUATION  
 

SNAP is our nation’s first line of defense against hunger. In California alone, $624 million in monthly 
SNAP nutrition assistance benefits helps eligible children, adults, and seniors prevent hunger. When 
Californians who rely on these benefits lose them, they go hungry and the communities where they live 
lose jobs in the grocery, farming and food preparation industries.  
 

As the nation’s recovery from the Great Recession gradually yields gains, a provision of welfare law from 
the mid-1990s requiring states to cut off certain SNAP recipients from their food benefits after three 
consecutive jobless months is beginning to take effect in states throughout the country. Called the Able-
Bodied Adults Without Dependents (ABAWD) provision, it targets nondisabled adult SNAP recipients 
between the ages of 18 and 49 who do not have minor children or other dependents in their home. As 
of January 1, 2016, upon the loss of a job, individuals receiving SNAP who meet the ABAWD criteria are 
subject to a time limit of three months to find a new job of at least 20 hours per week – or, if available, 
participate in a state-approved employment and training program or volunteer (workfare) program – in 
order to preserve their benefits. California has requested and received a full-state waiver that will 
continue through December 2017. While we still have time, there will be a great deal to prepare in order 
to prevent over 400,000 low-income Californians who receive SNAP and are classified as an ABAWD 
could lose their SNAP benefits. 
 

FEDERAL LEGISLATION TO DEFEND & STRENGTHEN SNAP 
 

Legislation to strengthen SNAP and support those facing time limits introduced in Congress:  
 

SNAP Work Opportunity Program – H.R 1025 – This bill would require states to offer a state job, an 
education/training program and/or a community service site before terminating SNAP benefits. 
 

SNAP Work Opportunity and Veterans Protection Act of 2015 – S. 2420 – This bill would require states 
to offer a state job, an education/training program and/or a community service site before terminating 
SNAP benefits. It also includes additional protections for veterans. 
 

Food Security Improvement Act of 2105 – H.R. 3657 – This bill would adjust SNAP benefits for greater 
adequacy by indexing them to the USDA’s Low-Cost Food Plan. 
 

STATE LEGISLATION TO PROTECT AGAINST ABAWD WORK RULE 
 

Legislation to protect Californians facing SNAP Time Limits co-sponsored by Western Center:  
 

SB 904 (Hertzberg) would require the state to maximize federally-funded food aid when unemployment 
is high and reduce harm of the CalFresh Able Bodied Adult Without Dependents (ABAWD) three month 
time limit.  
 

AB 2768 (Thurmond) would provide a tax credit for prepared food donations to soup kitchens and hot 
food providers.  
 

FOR MORE INFORMATION - WESTERN CENTER ON LAW AND POVERTY 
 

For more information about Western Center on Law and Poverty’ SNAP advocacy, visit www.wclp.org or 
contact: Jessica Bartholow, Policy Advocate, jbartholow@wclp.org, Phone: (916) 282-5119 

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201520160SB904
http://sd18.senate.ca.gov/
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201520160AB2768
http://asmdc.org/members/a15/
http://www.wclp.org/
mailto:jbartholow@wclp.org

