SB 941 (Mitchell)
BUILDING, NOT BILLING, FAMILIES

SB 941 will repeal the assessment of
administrative fees against families of
youth who have been detained or placed
on probation. At little or no cost to county
budgets, it will end the financial harm to
some of the state’s most vulnerable
families, supporting the reentry of youth
back into their homes and communities.
At least 49 of the 58 California counties
currently charge juvenile administrative
fees.

• San Francisco County does not charge
such fees on principle, believing they run
counter to the rehabilitative purpose of
the juvenile justice system.
• Los Angeles County imposed a
moratorium on juvenile fees in 2009
after efforts by the Youth Justice
Coalition, which generated media
coverage about the high harm to families.
• Alameda County recently implemented a
moratorium on the assessment and
collection of juvenile fees in March 2016.

“I was billed more than $4,000 after my son was put on probation. I was put on a payment
plan of $75 per month, but after I was late on one of my payments the Collections Department
increased that amount to more than $300 per month. I tried to ask that the judge lower my
payment because I could not afford it as a hairdresser, but my bill was not waived or reduced.
Now my son is being sent to an out-of-state facility and I know that a bill will be on its way for
his time there.” --Mother of 14-year-old in Alameda County

Visit http://www.dropjuvenilefees.org for more information.

“When I was 13 years old, my mother was
taken in an immigration raid. My oldest sister
had just passed away, my middle sister was
battling a meth addition and my father was
working 30 miles away. When I was arrested
for shoplifting for less than $20 worth of
medicine that I could not afford to buy, I was
faced with a bill from Probation. But my
realities were never considered. These bills
only added to the conflict and stress that my
family was already facing.”

Maritza Galvez, Los Angeles County

“My son was arrested and detained in juvenile
hall for several months. He was released after
they found out another boy committed the
crime. But several weeks after my son came
home, we got a bill for $4,650 even though my
son was found innocent.”

Mother of 14-year-old youth in
Contra Costa County

“I was 17 years old when my family was billed
over $6,000 for my time in Los Padrinos
Juvenile Hall and placement in Optimist
Home. My mother and my 21-year-old sister
had already paid $3,000 toward the bill. To
raise the rest of the first payment, my mother
pawned all of her jewelry after she was laid off
from her job at a curtain-making factory. We
also ended up renting half of our house to
another family in order to afford the bills we
were getting from Probation.”

Edwin Pop, Los Angeles County
For more information, please contact Stephanie Campos-Bui, UC Berkeley School of Law’s
Policy Advocacy Clinic at scamposbui@clinical.law.berkeley.edu or 510-643-4624.

