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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

California food benefits to be issued on single day, March 1st, 
to address gap caused by government shutdown 

 
Western Center on Law & Poverty and California Association of Food 

Banks continue to monitor confusion caused by shutdown 
  
Sacramento, Calif. (February 15, 2019) -- The California Department of Social Services 
(CDSS) has announced that all March CalFresh benefits will be issued on a single day, March 
1st. Benefits would normally be staggered between March 1st – 10th. CalFresh households 
should know that benefits may come early, but are not additional. The Department intends to 
issue April benefits normally -- from April 1-10. 
 
President Trump signed a spending bill earlier today to avert another shutdown, but the harmful 
consequences of the federal government’s gamble with food benefits has already taken a toll.  
 
The CDSS plan highlights the ongoing consequences from the recent 35-day shutdown that 
began December 21st. The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) directed state 
agencies to issue February benefits early, so CDSS, the counties, and EBT processors issued 
benefits in California before January 16th. Despite the successful early issuance, the change left 
recipients confused about why they received benefits mid-month, and created an 
unprecedented SNAP gap between January 16th and March. Issuing benefits on March 1st is 
intended to shorten that gap. 
 
“Food banks are on the front lines of hunger caused by the shutdown,” said Andrew Cheyne, 
Director of Government Affairs for the California Association of Food Banks. “Even in regular 
circumstances, nearly one-third of CalFresh households rely on food banks because benefits 
don’t last the month – the February SNAP gap has made the situation far worse. We thank the 
Department and counties for doing what they can to mitigate harm to the 3.8 million Californians 
who rely on CalFresh to eat.”  
 
In 2015, Western Center brought a case against the USDA, Smith v. USDA, to defend SNAP 
recipients’ rights to benefits during a shutdown. When that shutdown was averted, the judge 
dismissed the case as moot, citing lack of evidence that a shutdown would occur again. 

mailto:cmckinney@wclp.org
http://www.cdss.ca.gov/Portals/9/ACWDL/2019/CL_2-12-19.pdf?ver=2019-02-12-162545-323
https://www.cbpp.org/research/food-assistance/many-snap-households-will-experience-long-gap-between-monthly-benefits
https://www.leagle.com/decision/infdco20160810717


However, the most recent shutdown-related events show that the need to establish protections 
for SNAP recipients under a shutdown remains relevant.  
 
Last month, Western Center sent a letter to USDA Secretary Sonny Perdue asking for further 
clarification about SNAP issuance during the shutdown. Western Center will continue to monitor 
federal government actions that affect SNAP in an effort to ensure all recipients receive the 
benefits they are entitled to.  
 
Western Center and the California Food Bank Association encourage CalFresh consumers who 
experience issues to report them here (English): http://bit.ly/foodstamp_shutdown. 
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About the California Association of Food Banks  
California Association of Food Banks (CAFB) is a membership organization of 41 food banks from 
throughout the state with a shared mission to end hunger in California and a firm commitment to providing 
cutting-edge leadership in the anti-hunger community. CAFB major programs include Farm to Family, 
which works with growers and packers to provide fresh produce to food banks; statewide programs for 
food stamp outreach and enrollment; robust state and federal advocacy efforts; produce education; and 
member services that offer assistance with special projects as well as technical support. 

 
About Western Center on Law & Poverty  
Western Center on Law & Poverty fights for justice and system-wide change to secure housing, health 
care, racial justice and a strong safety net for low-income Californians. Western Center attains real-world, 
policy solutions for clients through litigation, legislative and policy advocacy, and technical assistance and 
legal support for the state’s legal aid programs. Western Center is California’s oldest and largest legal 
services support center. 
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