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CALIFORNIA'S RIVERSIDE COUNTY AGREES  

TO REIMBURSE FAMILIES $540K IN JUVENILE DETENTION FEES  

 

Riverside County families who were subjected to illegal collection of juvenile fees moved a step 

closer toward justice — in the form of cash reimbursements — after a court this month granted 

preliminary approval of a settlement in a class action lawsuit they brought against the County. 

The lawsuit, Freeman v. County of Riverside, alleged that the County did not follow California 

law and the U.S. Constitution when it charged millions of dollars in fees to families who had 

children in juvenile detention. Under state law, the County was obligated to ensure families had 

the ability to pay fees they were assessed and inform families of their right to challenge the fees. 

The plaintiffs claimed that the County failed to fulfill these legal duties. The families are 

represented by the National Center for Youth Law and the Western Center on Law & Poverty.  

After the families filed their complaint in court in March 2020, the County agreed to stop 

collecting $4.1 million in outstanding juvenile detention and administrative fees. The parties 

have now negotiated a settlement, in which the County agrees to pay $540,307 to reimburse 

more than 1,200 class members for the fee payments they made. 

"The County's practices have had a devastating effect on families," said Michael Harris, an 

attorney and Senior Director of Legal Advocacy and Justice and Equity at the National 

Center for Youth Law. "This settlement will offer those families meaningful relief and deter 

Riverside County and other jurisdictions from illegally assessing and collecting money from 

struggling families." 

The settlement, if finalized, would mark a major victory for families in Riverside County, some of 

whom have been caught in decades-long cycles of financial turmoil as a result of the County’s 

collection practices. Plaintiffs Shirley and Daniel Freeman are among those from whom the 

County pursued for more than 10 years to collect fees related to their grandson’s time in juvenile 

detention. “The settlement gives recognition to what happened to us and other families,” said 

Shirley and Daniel Freeman. “We are pleased that the lawsuit helped families by canceling 

amounts they still owed and now the settlement will return some of the money that was 

collected from them.” 
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“Even when state law requires consideration of ability to pay, individuals and their families are 

frequently burdened with debt they’re unable to pay. These fees cause significant harm to 

families, undermining community health and trust in public institutions,” said Rebecca Miller, 

attorney with the Western Center on Law and Poverty. “This case shows why fees should 

not be charged to individuals involved in the juvenile justice system.” 

Families from whom Riverside County collected juvenile detention fees will receive mailed 

notice about the proposed class action settlement in the coming weeks. Parents and guardians 

who believe they might be members of the class action entitled to relief under the settlement 

should visit the Settlement Administrator’s website at www.riversidejuvenilefees.com or call 

(833) 472-1997.   

### 

The National Center for Youth Law centers youth through research, community collaboration, 

impact litigation, and policy advocacy that fundamentally transforms our nation's approach to 

education, health, immigration, foster care, and youth justice. Our vision is a world in which 

every child thrives and has a full and fair opportunity to achieve the future they envision for 

themselves. For more information, visit www.youthlaw.org. 

Western Center on Law & Poverty fights in courts, cities, counties, and in the Capitol to 

secure housing, health care, and a strong safety net for Californians with low incomes, through 

the lens of economic and racial justice. For more information, visit www.wclp.org.  
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